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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



HOW TO AVOID WAR. 

Meetings should be held by every Chamber of Commerce throughout 
the country to protest against the widespread devastation war and its 
rumors will entail. 

Meetings should be held in every village town hall to enable the farmer 
to express his protest at a condition of affairs which will reduce wheat to 
25 cents a bushel by the closing up of European markets, and which will 
raise the rate of interest on his mortgage. 

Meetings should be held by every labor organization to protest against a 
state of affairs that will stop operations on every buildini? now in course of 
construction, and which, through the general paralysis of business, will 
reduce to beggary thousands of innocent work-people. 

But still more should maetings be held by every church throughout the 
land to protest against the infamy of war between the two great English- 
speaking peoples of the world. 

Urgency is required, because we may be led into a position from which 
it will be difficult to withdraw. 

A Business Man. 



CANADA AS A HOSTAGE. 

Anybody who has long listened attentively to the screaming of our 
great American Press Eagle will have heard its voice on Venezuela without 
detecting one note anticipatory of war with Great Britain. Clearer than 
any other is the familiar comfortable tone of assurance that the mother 
country will yield pretty much anything rather than come to fisticuffs with 
the grown child. It is easy, also, to catch the note of presumed triumph ; the 
accents of the gamester who holds a sure thing and believes his opponent 
knows it. Indeed there is, sometimes, candid and exultant statements of the 
reasons why a third-term Possibility may safely paint the Monroe doctrine 
wildly red and flaunt it in challenge of Bull. 

"Great Britain dare notoppose us," we are told. "She dare not, though 
her naval strength would enable her to work her will in Venezuela ; she 
dare not, though European nations would approve her stand; she dare 
not, because she fears a war which would inevitably end in our scream- 
ing over annexed Canada." 

Some of the more grey and bald-headed among our press eagles may 
think this a short-sighted view of what would result from the imagined 
conflict. General Sherman did indeed remark that Canada is within our 
lines, and Mr. Goldwin Smith has certified that Canada is England's 



